Hope & Home
4945 N. 30th St.

Colorado Springs, Colorado 80919

Phone: 719-575-9887

Fax: Fax 719-575-0553

Foster Children’s Rights

Child’s Name_____________________Date__________________________

The following are core rights for foster children in residence. These rights may not be restricted or denied by the family foster care home or certifying authority. Every child has the right to:

1. Enjoy freedom of thought, conscience, cultural and ethnic practice, and religion.

2. A reasonable degree of privacy.

3. Have his or her opinions heard and considered, to the greatest extent possible, when any decisions are being made affecting his/her life.

4. Receive appropriate and reasonable adult guidance, support and supervision.
5. Be free from physical abuse or neglect and inhumane treatment. Every foster child has the right to be protected from all forms of sexual exploitation.

6. Receive adequate and appropriate medical care.

7. Receive adequate and appropriate food, clothing, and housing.

8. Live in clean, safe surroundings.

9. Participate in an educational program that will maximize his/her potential in accordance with existing law. 

10. Communicate with “significant others” outside the family foster care home, such as a parent or guardian, caseworker, attorney or guardian ad litem, current therapist, physician, religious advisor, and, if appropriate, probation officer.

The following foster children’s rights may be limited; to reasonable periods during the day or restricted according to routine of the family foster care home to ensure the protection of the foster children and foster family. Every foster child has the right to:

1. Have access to letter-writing materials, including postage, and to have a foster parent(s) assist him/her if unable to write, prepare, and mail correspondence. 
2. Have access to telephones to both make and receive calls in private. 

3. Have convenient opportunities to meet with visitors.

4. Wear his/her own clothes, keep and use his/here own personal possessions, and keep and be allowed to spend a reasonable sum of his/her own money.

5. Receive and send sealed correspondence.

Family foster care homes must develop a plan, in conjunction with the certifying authority, regarding the following rights of foster children and these rights must be explained to the foster children upon admission. The notification must be communicated in a language or mode of communication the foster child can understand. There must be plans for:
1. How and when telephone and written communications will take place.
2. How, when and where regular visits of the foster child with relatives, friends, or others interested in his/her welfare will take place.

3. Extenuating circumstances and emergency situations affecting the foster child and his/her family.
Foster Parent’s Signature________________________Child’s Signature____________________________
